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Securing Agriculture’s Digital Future through
Interoperable Solutions and Digital Technologies.

About AG40
To achieve food security on a global scale, 
agribusiness must evolve. 

To achieve food security on a global scale, 
agribusiness must evolve. As one of the oldest 
industries in the world, there are several key 
issues that must be resolved before the planet 
can move forward with agricultural 
development. Profitability, efficiency, 
infrastructure, education and sustainability are 
all integral aims of agriculture stakeholders. To 
establish a strong agriculture market in the 
21st Century, collaborative digital practices 
are paramount.

With the help of the Agricultural Supply 
Chain, Challenge Advisory have built strong 
insights into how digitalization can be 
integrated into USA agriculture. 

Together, we have produced an agenda for 
AG40, a workshop aimed at improving 
understanding of modern agriculture 
practices and creating interoperable 
solutions. 

Truly digital agriculture is dependent on the 
integration of data, precision agriculture technology 
and new technologies such as IoT, blockchain and 
drones, in line with a vision of traceability, visibility 
and interconnectivity. Agriculture is set to undergo a 
disruptive transformation at the hands of 
technology, and agribusinesses can remain at the 
forefront of innovation with AG40.

Join the debate with over 40 speakers, and network 
with key ag experts, academic, stakeholders, and 
everyone else involved in the ag supply chain.

AG40 - California Summit 

South San Francisco Conference Center
San Francisco, USA
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What to Expect?

Farmers, cooperatives and distributors will connect 
at this workshop to gain access to the best software 
and hardware solutions in digital agriculture.

AG40 is all about building networks and joint 
solutions through digital solutions.

It will bring stakeholders from the entire value chain 
of agriculture to establish a culture of 
interdependence, interconnectivity and traceability.

AG40 takes the principles of Farm-to-Fork 
discussions and takes it a step further, not only 
looking at the consumer’s perspective, but including 
the suppliers, processors and farmers themselves.  

Attendees will work on reaching a resolution for 
global agriculture that allows for bold innovation to 
address global food security.

Panels will explore:

-    Understanding the Modern Farmer
-    Precision Agriculture
-    Trends in Biotechnology
-    Big Data in Agriculture
-    Understanding the ROI in Precision Agriculture
-    Traceability/ Transparency in the Supply Chain
-    Profitable Sustainability
-    Consumer Behaviour

By attending, organisations will have the ability to 
network amongst each other for precise and 
profitable resolutions across the entire industry.

There will be panel discussions and workshop 
sessions designed to create partnerships and 
profitable business development and find 
cross-specialism solutions to current sectoral 
challenges. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

This agenda is subject to changes.
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Keynote Address
The future world agriculture could create if 
ag digitisation is adopted globally.

XX:XX

Impact of modernisation in traditional 
agriculture
The average US farmers and its 
reluctancy to adopt new practices
Will the new generation incorporate 
tech into the farm?
What immediate obstructions/chal-
lenges are we seeing to the success of 
agtech? 
How will companies appeal and 
approach the average 58-year-old 
non-tech savvy US farmer?
Ask the experts: Q&A

•

•

•

•

•

•

November 2018

Wednesday 14th

This agenda is subject to changes.

Refreshment BreakXX:XX

RegistrationXX:XX

Welcoming RemarksXX:XX

The Modern Farmer | Digitalisation | 
The Future of AgriculturePa
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Address broader challenges within the 
industry, such as efficiency, 
sustainability and profitability, market 
volatility, helping to enable more 
concise and productive farming 
methods whilst reducing costs. 
Assessing the agtech adoption 
challenges
Variation in cultural practices within 
different growing regions
What drives technology in these 
regions.
The historical aspects of AG 
technology and challenges for 
implementation.
What are the required business 
attributes to enter these markets.
Ask the experts: Q&A

•

•

•

•

•

•

Panel 1: Understanding the 
Modern Farmer

XX:XX

Broad comprehension of the farmer 
and their practices, trends, and 
challenges
Today & Yesterday: farmers' attitude 
towards tech
Adoption considerations from farmer 
perspective
Current demographics of US farmers
How is tech being implemented? 
Benefits and Risks.
Growth since using modern 
technologies.

•

•

•

•
•

•

Panel 2: Precision AgricultureXX:XX

Introducing Precision Ag’s latest trends.
How are new precision ag technologies 
shaping the future of farming?
What are the latest technologies / 
innovation solutions available to the 
market?
How can we begin to better implement 
new technologies onto the American 
farm?
Can precision agriculture be operated 
directly by the farmer or he needs to 
rely on the technical services of ag. 
companies?
Is precision agriculture an option for 
small farmers?
What prevents the mass adoption of 
precision agriculture?

•
•

•

•

•

•

•



Getting up to Speed with 
Biotech over Lunch
A session designed for those who need to 
get up to speed on the basics of 
biotechnology while having lunch. 

XX:XX
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Biotechnology Latest Developments and 
the Importance of Transparency in the 
Supply ChainPa
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Understanding the Supply Chain and its 
Value.
Transparency, regulation and rural 
access to healthy foods
Growth of rural food deserts and how 
bring whole foods back to the areas 
that originally grew them
Reintroducing locally grown produce to 
Ag communities
What is the value of the food supply 
chain?
Main methods to trace products
Current Legal Framework- What does 
the law establishes in this regard? How 
should companies operate?
Assessing applications for food safety 
and traceability
Transparency in the Supply Chain.
Understanding the Need of Data in the 
Supply Chain.
Latest Software review
Ask the experts: Q&A

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

Panel 3: Trends in 
Biotechnology

XX:XX

What is Biotech and its effectiveness in 
modern agriculture?
How can biotech contribute to global 
food security?
Latest Regulations, legislation- What 
are the current regulations on biotech 
and GMOs? Is it feasible in the current 
framework?
Biotech’s potential harm to the 
environment?
Addressing Nitrogen’s issue
The economic, social [humanitarian] 
and environmental impact of 
technology that asks crops to take their 
nitrogen requirement from the air as 
opposed to manufactured fertilizer
Assessing the adoption challenges and 
strategies to tackle them
Ask the experts: Q&A

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Concluding Remarks and close 
of Day One

XX:XX

Join for Networking Drinks 
after the Event

XX:XX

Panel 4: Traceability/
Transparency in the Supply 
Chain

XX:XXHow can the industry better support 
the actual implementation and usage 
of technologies on farms, and how can 
we ensure that these can function in an 
interoperable manner?
Investments in precision agriculture 
justify the cost of the equipment and 
the complexity of the technology? 
Ask the experts: Q&A

•

•

•
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Keynote Address
Understanding consumer behaviour and the 
importance of a profitable sustainability

XX:XX

Examining the ways consumers are 
shaping ag practices and its impacts.
How is social media affecting ag 
biotech practices?
Educating the consumer
Outlining the rising barriers to GMOs 
and the importance of sustainability vs. 
pesticides 

•

•

•
•

November 2018

Thursday 15th

This agenda is subject to changes.

Registration and NetworkingXX:XX

Welcoming RemarksXX:XX

Making sense from Big Data and the ROI in 
AgriculturePa
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Panel 5: Big Data in 
Agriculture

XX:XX

How to make the data collected 
relevant and useful for farmers?
How to modernize food production 
through big data analytics?
Big Data & Phenotyping
Converting data into actionable 
information
What are the latest and most efficient 
software for data collection?
Data Security
Government Regulation of Big Data.
How to protect information?
Ask the experts: Q&A

•

•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Refreshment BreakXX:XX

Panel 6: Understanding the 
ROI in Precision AG

XX:XX

What is considered when measuring 
the worth of tech? 
Predictions and trends for Ag-Tech 
funding.
Is the investment paying back?
How to quantify the ROI?
IoT benefits to maximize ROI 
Helping farmers to decide when to 
start implementing agtech
Ensuring crops health and reduce loss, 
while saving water.

•

•

•
•
•
•

•

Defining how crop yields could be 
improved and protected
Improving reliability of the readings
Competition from Foreign Markets: 
Europe, Russia, Asia, and South 
America.
Ask the experts: Q&A

•

•
•

•

Networking LunchXX:XX

Understanding how Consumer Behaviour 
Shapes AG and the Importance of 
Sustainable PracticesPa
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Refreshment BreakXX:XX

Panel 7: Consumer Behaviour 
in AG

XX:XX

Consumer Trends 
How Consumer Preferences are 
Moving Up the Supply-Chain?
What are the main current food trends?
Marketing goods according to food 
preferences
Adapting the farm to consumer trends
GMOs and Consumer Resistance. 
How to adapt to a constant evolving 
consumer preference?
Identifying the needs of customers
The influence of social media in 
determining the way consumers 
behave
Ask the experts: Q&A

•
•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

Concluding Remarks and 
Close of the Conference - 
What are the Key Takeaways?

XX:XX

Panel 8: Profitable 
Sustainability

XX:XX

Using technology to introduce 
sustainable agricultural practices.
Sustainable Farming Models and the 
use of technology: from urban 
agriculture to greenhouses
Making the Transition to Sustainable 
Agriculture
Improving the efficiency in the 
production and value of products, 
including by-products, in the chain to 
achieve profitable sustainable 
production.
Economical and environmental benefits
Environmental Biotechnology and 
Biodiversity 
IoT and Data Analytics for Sustainable 
Agriculture
Ask the experts: Q&A

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•



Highlighted Industry 
Wokrshops will Include:

Funding Opportunities 
Available for Agtech

01

Understanding Traceability 
from a Retailer’s Perspective

02

How to do Business with 
Cooperatives

03

How to modernise the farm 
from farmer’s perspective

04

From farm to fork via 
blockchain

05
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How is social media changing 
the way consumer’s eat from 
processor’s perspective

06

Breaking the myth: How to 
modernise a small farm from 
ag tech industry leader’s 
perspective

07

How to transition to 
sustainable farming from 
expert’s perspective

08

How can small farms benefit 
from the cooperative?

09

Market volatility: How to 
predict prices in the current 
political environment?

10

AgTech Series: Meet the 
experts

11
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Got a Question?

Get in Touch

Maria Onofrio
Events
Email: Monofrio@challenge.org 
Tel: +44 207 096 1255

James Rodrigo
Business Development 
Email:Jrodrigo@challenge.org 
Tel: + 44 203 865 9151

Carine Bosch
Technology Consultant
Email: Cbosch@challenge.org 
Tel: + 44 203 865 9152
Mob + 44 783 799 3884
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http://www.challenge.org/ag40/
mailto:Monofrio@challenge.org
mailto:Jrodrigo@challenge.org
mailto:Cbosch@challenge.org
http://www.challenge.org/ag40/



